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Special Note for the 2020-2021 School Year 
This handbook is designed to address rules, procedures, and requirements on a normal year.  

Due to COVID-19, we have prepared a supplemental handbook for this school year titled A Band 

Parent’s Guide for the COVID-19 Era.  This supplemental handbook is a live document that will 

be updated periodically with pertinent information that may differ from the content in this 

handbook.  When literature in the two documents are in direct opposition, the supplemental 

handbook, A Band Parent’s Guide for the COVID-19 Era, will be the final source.  This document 

can be reached here –  

 

A Parent’s Guide to Band in the COVID-19 Era 

 

Contacting the Directors 
Please contact the directors if you have questions or concerns not addressed in this handbook.  

The directors field a large number of phone calls and email messages on a daily and weekly 

basis.  For messages deemed urgent by the directors, please allow 24-48 hours for a response.  

For all other messages, please allow 3-5 business days.  We will always respond to messages 

that require response.  Consider calling for questions that are more complex and may necessitate 

a longer response.  Contact information for the directors is listed below –  

 

Rob Chilton Claire Pittman Zach Houston 

Director of Bands Associate Director Percussion Director 

(469) 948-8360 (469) 948-8359 houstonz@lisd.net    

chiltonr@lisd.net  pittmance@lisd.net  

 

 

Program Philosophy 
The Killian Middle School Band exists in a number of capacities within the overall school 

environment.  As a curricular course in the State of Texas, band is an elective class with defined 

instructional objectives for the individual student.  As a campus organization, the band enhances 

the aesthetic quality of life for all students and promotes school spirit and pride.  As a part of the 

overall band program, the Killian Band is the first part of a seven-year journey culminating in 

membership of the award-winning Hebron High School Band. 

 

In serving these multiple roles, there are several key goals for student success.  In the Killian 

Middle School Band, students should –  

 

• Perform proficiently on their instrument individually and as member of an ensemble. 

• Develop the ability to understand musical performances as an informed listener. 

• Develop self-confidence and self-discipline by working as a team member. 

• Build citizenship traits through respectful relationships with teachers and peers. 

• Build a framework for the lifelong appreciation of music. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/167vI5-Z-rY8M4QV1UBgPuKeqxIunRqDQGFRiiLJIbYk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:houstonz@lisd.net
mailto:chiltonr@lisd.net
mailto:pittmance@lisd.net
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Statement of Responsibility 
By enrolling in the Killian Middle School Band, you are making a commitment to the band as an 

organization, and more importantly, to yourself and the other students in the band.  This 

commitment includes accepting responsibility for the following –  

 

• Participate as a member of the band for the full school year. 

• Attend all scheduled sectionals, rehearsals, and performances. 

• Maintain a positive attitude and support the goals of the band. 

 

Schedule Changes 
Band is a full-year course.  Students who sign up for band are making a commitment to the 

students in the organization to participate for the entire academic year.  Students may not drop 

band after the first week of school unless there is an extenuating circumstance approved by the 

directors.  The directors reserve the right to change students from one ensemble class to another 

based on the needs of the ensemble or reasons related to an individual’s performance, 

attendance, or conduct. 
 

General Absence Policies 
It is not possible to make up missed content in a performance-based band class.  The art of 

musicianship and group rehearsal can only happen when all members are present.  It is necessary 

for all members to be present in order to benefit from music instruction, rehearsal, and 

performance. 

 

Students are expected to attend all performances.  Every piece of music performed has 

approximately 30 unique parts.  Therefore, in a band of 50 students, there are only 1-2 people 

per part.  This means that when a child misses a performance, that the unique part he/she plays 

will not be present.  In some cases, this may cause a band to forfeit a performance or competition 

due to missing parts.  If it is unavoidable for a child to miss a performance, it is critical that written 

notice be provided to the directors at least eight weeks prior in order for changes in performance 

selections to occur before beginning a rehearsal cycle. 

 

For the same reason, students are expected to attend all scheduled rehearsals.  Though the 

majority of rehearsals are during the school day, there are periodically additional rehearsals and 

special clinics where the success of the group depends on the attendance of the individual.  If it 

is unavoidable for a child to miss a rehearsal, written notice must be provided to a director at least 

one week in advance. 

 

Absences from a rehearsal or performance may only be considered excused if the absence is 

due to illness, family emergency (illness, death, etc.), religious observance, or certain school-

related schedule conflicts.  Regarding illness, our policy is that any student that is healthy enough 

to attend school will attend any required band events before or after school on that day. A student 

may be considered excused from after school rehearsal if they left school early before the end of 

the day with a fever confirmed by the school nurse.  Non-school activities and transportation 
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arrangements are not considered excused absences.  The directors reserve the right to determine 

whether or not an absence is excused or unexcused. 

 

For excused absences, alternate assignments may be given to students in order to satisfy grade 

requirements.  However, there is no substitute for the experience of group musicianship and the 

information presented in class.  The band is an interdependent organization, and every student 

is important to the success of the group.  Please avoid scheduling non-emergency doctor, dentist, 

orthodontic, and similar appointments during your child’s band class or other scheduled 

rehearsals and performances. 

 

Additional Policies for Honors Band Students 
The Honors Band is the top performing group in the Killian Middle School Band and is comprised 

of the top 15% of student musicians in our organization.  The Honors Band has been recognized 

on a state, national, and international level.  In the past six years, the Honors Band has earned 

the following recognitions –  

 

• Invited Group at The Midwest Clinic International Band & Orchestra Clinic (2019) 

• National Winner in the National Wind Band Honors Competition (2015-2019) 

• Texas Music Educators Association CC State Honor Band (2018) 

• Grand Champion at Beach Within Reach Invitational (2018, 2019) 

• 1st Division Ratings at UIL Concert & Sight Reading (2014-2019) 

 

Membership in the Honors Band is by audition and/or director recommendation only.  The 

privilege of membership in the Honors Band comes with great responsibility.  In addition to the 

general absence policies, students in the Honors Band are required to adhere to the following 

policies –  

 

• Students in Honors Band are required to attend all rehearsals and performances.  This 

includes daily classroom rehearsals, sectionals, masterclasses, clinics, and any other 

event except those that are explicitly social events without an attached performance. 

• Students in Honors Band are required to take private lessons with a Killian Band 

approved lesson teacher.  This includes taking private lessons over the summer and 

throughout extended breaks. 

• Students in the Honors Band must maintain academic eligibility throughout the year. 

• Flute, Trumpet, French Horn, and Trombone students only - Students in Honors Band 

must consult with Mr. Chilton before getting braces. 

• Students in Honors Band are required to participate in all fundraising activities. 

 

Non-compliance with the aforementioned policies will result in reassignment of band placement. 

 

Calendar of Events 

Every student will have access to a calendar of band activities for the school year.  An updated 

calendar and interactive monthly calendar can also be found on the Killian Band website.  All 
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attempts are made to provide accurate information, but some adjustments to the calendar may 

be made during the school year.  Should the need arise, the directors will provide updated 

information as soon as possible.  Please take a moment to place Killian Band events on your 

family calendars.  All events are required unless otherwise noted otherwise. 

 

In efforts to allow students to participate in multiple campus organizations, the directors coordinate 

with campus staff to ensure that band events do not conflict with other school activities.  In the 

event that another campus activity conflicts with a scheduled band event, please communicate 

with your child’s director immediately.  The directors will work quickly with other staff members at 

Killian to find resolution for such conflicts.   

 

Parents are asked to plan ahead to resolve conflicts between outside-of-school activities and 

scheduled band activities.  Unexcused absences from a required activity can result in a lowering 

of the student’s grade, adjustment to band placement, or removal from the program.  Please refer 

to previous sections for information on our absence policies. 

 

Please note that some individual events (All-District, All-Region, Solo & Ensemble Contest) allow 

for flexibility in scheduling for each student.  Visit with your child’s director if you anticipate a 

schedule conflict with one of these events.   

 

In-Person Class Schedule 

AM Activities Sectionals, Pass-offs, Private Lessons, and Tutorials (vary by day) 

1st Period 
Beginning Saxophone – Chilton 

Beginning Trombone – Pittman 

2nd Period 
Beginning Flute – Chilton 

Beginning Trumpet – Pittman 

3rd Period 
Beginning Clarinet –Chilton 

Beginning Percussion – Houston 

4th Period Wind Ensemble – Pittman & Chilton 

5th Period Beginning Tuba/Euphonium – Pittman 

6th Period Honors Band – Chilton & Pittman 
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7th Period Symphonic Band – Pittman & Chilton 

8th Period 
Beginning Oboe & Bassoon – Chilton 

Beginning French Horn – Pittman 

PM Activities Sectionals, Pass-offs, Private Lessons, and Tutorials (vary by day) 

 

Section Rehearsals (Honors Band/Wind Ensemble Only) 

Weekly section rehearsals are an essential part of the 7th and 8th grade band curriculum.  Section 

rehearsals, more commonly called sectionals, are once a week before or after school rehearsals 

for individual sections of the band and are designed to meet the specific instructional needs of 

that section that cannot be addressed during full rehearsal.   

 

Sectionals are required and students will be graded on their preparation, performance, and 

attendance.  In general, students in Honors Band and Wind Ensemble will only have one section 

rehearsal per week during only certain times of the year.  Honors Band morning sectionals are 

scheduled from 7:10-8:40am and 4:45–6:15pm in the afternoon.  Wind Ensemble morning 

sectionals are scheduled from 7:40-8:40am and 4:45-5:45pm in the afternoon.  A detailed 

schedule will Symphonic Band and Beginning Band students do not have sectionals. 

 

Students must attend the sectional for which they are scheduled each week.  It is not possible to 

attend a sectional for another group.  Every attempt is made to avoid conflicts with school athletic 

practices and other school activities.  Occasionally conflicts may occur and the directors will work 

to resolve those conflicts directly with the other campus staff members. 

 

In agreement with our Killian Athletic Department, our current policy allows for school athletes to 

miss one athletic practice per week to attend their once-per-week band sectional if there is a 

conflict.  In exchange, the band will not schedule performances at the same time as a game.  In 

the event that a student will need to miss a regular athletic practice, the directors will communicate 

that conflict directly to the coaches. 

 

The teachers at Killian consistently work together to ensure that students can participate in 

multiple activities and organizations.  Students should let their directors know if there is a conflict 

that needs to be resolved.  Non-school activities, other than religious observances, are not 

excusable reasons for missing a section rehearsal. 

 

In accordance with our absence policies found on page 5, students who miss a section rehearsal 

due to an excused absence should see their director to make-up the assigned material within two 

days of their return to school.  Failure to complete an appropriate make-up assignment within a 
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week of the missed rehearsal will result in no credit.   Unexcused absences will result in no credit 

for the rehearsal. 

 

Tutorials and detentions for other classes are offered at various times throughout the week and 

are not considered excused absences from section rehearsal.  Since there is only one morning 

or afternoon scheduled for band section rehearsals for each student, tutorials and detentions for 

other classes need to be scheduled at alternative times.  Please do not schedule routine doctor, 

dental, or orthodontic appointments at your child’s section rehearsal time. 

 

Students will receive a weekly grade for their performance and attendance at section rehearsals.  

50% of the grade is being prompt and present to a scheduled section rehearsal.  The other 50% 

is comprised of the weekly performance assignment.  Weekly assignments will be given at each 

section rehearsal and evaluated the following week.  Students will be graded on a 1-5 scale 

following the Texas University Interscholastic League rubric.   Click the hyperlink to view the Texas 

UIL Concert Rubric for Band. 

 

 

Rehearsal Etiquette 
Successful performances are a direct result of proper rehearsal etiquette.  Below are a few 

general etiquette rules.  Students are expected to –  

 

• Enter the room silently before the tardy bell rings. 

• Have their instrument fully assembled and ready to play one minute after the bell. 

• Have all required materials at their seat, including a pencil. 

 

In addition to the above-mentioned expectation, we believe that our limited rehearsal time 

together is invaluable and that every member of the ensemble is responsible for the success of 

the group.  This includes the time when instruction is directed towards other sections.  In addition 

to their own learning, students are expected to respect the learning of others. 

  

Sectional Grading Rubric (100 points total) 

Performance Assignment (50 points) Attendance (50 points) 

 

• 1st Division – 50 points 

• 2nd Division – 40 points 

• 3rd Division – 30 points 

• 4th Division – 20 points 

• 5th Division – 10 points 

 

 

• On time – 50 points 

• 1-10 minutes late – 40 points 

• 11-20 minutes late – 30 points 

• 21-30 minutes late – 20 points 

• 31-40 minutes late – 10 points 

• 41+ minutes late – 0 points awarded 

 

http://www.uiltexas.org/files/music/Band_Concert_Evaluation_rubric_Updated_2016.pdf
http://www.uiltexas.org/files/music/Band_Concert_Evaluation_rubric_Updated_2016.pdf
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Behavioral Expectations 
Along with behavioral expectations outlined in the LISD Student Code of Conduct, all students in 

the Killian Band will adhere to the following behavioral expectations during class and all 

rehearsals – 

 

• Students will respect the teaching and learning of all students in the classroom. 

• Students are to demonstrate respect for themselves, others, and all property at all times. 

• Students are to enter the room on time and are to be prepared to remain in the room at 

the beginning of class. 

• Students may only handle their own instruments. 

• Food, drink, candy, and gum are not permitted in any of the band rehearsal rooms. 

• Students are to keep the rehearsal rooms neat and tidy. 

• Instrument storage lockers are to be secured at all times. 

• Instruments are to be taken home every day. 

• Running and/or horseplay are not permitted. 

 

Consequences for Misbehavior 
Students are expected to strictly adhere to the LISD Student Code of Conduct and all campus 

rules and policies.  Additionally, the Killian Band uses a system commonly referred to as “The 

Book.”  Students must sign and/or date next to their name in a log designed to track misbehavior 

and infractions related to their materials necessary to participate in rehearsal.  There are three 

separate logs – the Misconduct Book, Instrument Left Overnight Book, and Forgotten Materials 

Book.  Each book operates as a separate entity and signatures acquired in one book do not 

transfer and accumulate towards overall consequences.  The consequences for signatures in 

each of the three books are listed below: 

 

1st Offense Signature – Warning 

2nd Offense Signature – Writing Assignment 

3rd Offense Signature – Detention 

4th Offense Signature – Parent Conference 

5th Offense Signature – Office Referral 

6th Offense Signature – Band Placement Reassignment or Removal from Killian Band 

 

In the event that a student has reached their 6 th and final offense signature, adjustment to band 

placements or removal from the Killian Band are strictly at the discretion of the directors.  Should 

a student be reassigned to another class instead of immediate removal, they will be allowed to 

start over at the 4th offense signature of the infraction that caused their reassignment.  This may 

provide a small amount of grace to allow for students to learn and grow from their mistakes.  

Students will automatically be removed from the Killian Band if they reach the 6th signature for the 

second time. 

 

http://www.lisd.net/Page/360
http://www.lisd.net/Page/360
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Additionally, any student that has received an Office Referral for any reason in band will 

automatically not be allowed to participate in performance trips and extra-curricular activities.  

Misconduct related to major disciplinary infractions (including, but not limited to, drugs, alcohol, 

theft, and violent behavior) will automatically skip to both the 5th and 6th offense signature and be 

assigned an Office Referral where their band placement and membership in the organization as 

a whole will be reviewed and adjusted as deemed appropriate by the directors. 

 

Music Facility Usage 
Band students are welcome and should feel comfortable in the band hall and ensemble room.  In 

the interest of providing quality instruction and maintaining safety and security, the following 

special guidelines must be followed when using the music facilities: 

 

• Only band students are permitted in the band hall or ensemble room.  Similarly, band 

students are asked not to enter the choir or orchestra rooms. 

• Students should not interrupt morning or afternoon rehearsals in the band hall or ensemble 

room.  This includes interrupting rehearsal to drop off instruments or equipment. 

• Students are not to play their instruments in the hallways or in other parts of the school, 

including outdoor areas, without director permission. 

• Music stands and chairs are to be used appropriately at all times. 

 

Practice Room Guidelines 
There are practice rooms in the performing arts area that are shared among all students in the 

band, choir, and orchestra programs.  These rooms may be available for students who sign up 

for times before and after school with director permission.  Private lesson teachers always have 

priority for room usage and may ask students to vacate a practice room if necessary.  Students 

using a practice room must abide by the following guidelines: 

 

• Practice rooms are for practice and private lesson use only. 

• Food, drink, candy and gum are not permitted in the practice rooms. 

• Students may not exceed the posted occupancy for any practice room. 

• Any equipment (chairs, stands, etc.) moved into a practice room must be returned to its 

original location when finished. 

• Turn off the practice room light and shut the door when finished. 

 

Students are expected to adhere to the above guidelines for appropriate practice room use.  

Students found misusing practice rooms may be banned from using the practice rooms at the 

directors’ discretion.  

 

Instrument Storage Lockers 
Each student will be issued an instrument storage locker.  For safety and security reasons, lockers 

must be closed and secured at all times.  Lockers are to be kept neat and orderly at all times and 

no personal items are to be kept in the instrument storage lockers.  The use of locks will not be 

permitted.  Additionally, no instruments may be left overnight. 
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The Band Office 
Students are not permitted in the band office unless a director is present.  When the office doors 

are open and a director is present, students may enter freely.  If the door is closed, please knock 

and look in the window for a director to motion you to enter.  You may be asked to wait if the 

director is in the middle of something that cannot be interrupted. 

 

The telephone in the band office is for official band business only.  There is a telephone available 

for student use in the front office. 

 

Grading Procedures 
Band is a curricular course, and as such, students will be graded on all activities pertaining to the 

established curriculum for the course in which they are enrolled.  Grades in band are calculated 

on a 100-point scale in accordance with district guidelines and standards.  A grade of 70 or higher 

is required to pass each nine-weeks grading period.  Grades are calculated in the following 

manner –  

 

Minor Grades (50%) Major Grades (50%) 
 

• Section Rehearsal Evaluations 

• Special Clinics and Rehearsals 

• Playing Assessments 

• Music Theory 

• Audio and/or Video Recording Assignments 

 

 

• Objective Sheets (25%) 

• Performances (25%) 

 

 

Objective Sheets 
Each student will receive an objective sheet at the beginning of the year.  Students are responsible 

for completing all of the indicated objectives by the assigned date.  Grades for objectives are 

calculated based on the number of objectives completed.  If a student does not complete all of 

the indicated objectives by the assigned date, his or her grade will be lowered based on the 

objectives completed.  Not all objectives are weighted equally.   

 

Students may be expected to finish incomplete objectives even after a due date has passed if the 

objectives are based on material for an upcoming performance.  These objectives may be tied to 

student participation in that particular event.  Completion of objectives is expected for students to 

travel with the group on performance trips. 

 

Students will be given multiple opportunities to pass off objectives throughout the year in class.  

Students who are unable to successfully complete their objectives during class may choose to 

arrange for a time to play them for a director before or after school.  Students may attempt their 

objectives an unlimited amount of times as long as preparation is evident.  Only Killian Middle 

School band directors may sign off objectives. 



  12 

 

Academic Eligibility 

Although band is a curricular course, band members participate in several extracurricular activities 

throughout the year.  These include events such as social events, football game performances, 

contests, and individual student competitions.  Under the provisions of Texas House Bill 72, a law 

commonly known as “No Pass, No Play”, students must pass all classes (70% or above) for the 

previous grading period in order to be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities for the 

subsequent six weeks period.  Section rehearsals, morning and afternoon rehearsals, and school 

concerts are curricular events and are not affected by eligibility restrictions. 

 

Practice 
Students who practice effectively are successful!  Every student in the Killian Band is expected to 

practice regularly.  Before and after school rehearsals are not considered individual practice time.  

Students wishing to excel will naturally practice beyond minimum expectations.  It is only through 

consistent practice that students develop their musical abilities properly.  Instruments and binders 

must be taken home every night. 

 

It is also important to understand that students occasionally lose interest in practicing.  During 

these low points in interest, it is important for both the directors and parents to help motivate the 

student to continue practicing until their interest returns.  Some parents are concerned that 

“forcing” a child to practice may negatively affect their attitude toward music.  However, since the 

single most detrimental influence on a child’s attitude toward music is their inability to perform 

successfully, lessening of practice time only perpetuates the negative cycle which is illustrated 

below along with a positive practice cycle. 

 

Negative Cycle of an Unsuccessful Student 

  

 

Poor practice 

results in poor 

performance in 

class. 

Poor Performance 

leads to a 

negative attitude 
toward band and 

loss of desire to 

practice. 

 

The student 

seldom 

practices and 

rarely practices 

well. 
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Positive Cycle of a Successful Student 

 

 
 

 

Good practice habits will reinforce good performance skills.  Poor practice habits will reinforce 

poor performance skills.  It is important that students understand how to practice correctly and 

that they apply this knowledge in their daily practice routine.  One of the best things you can do 

is ask your child what their practice goals are each day.  This simple task will do a great deal to 

promote good practice habits.  Musical background and knowledge aren’t necessary to help your 

child grow to learn and love music! 

 

Step-Up Instruments 
 

As students advance in their performing abilities, they often outgrow their beginning level 

instruments and/or mouthpieces.  When this happens, the student’s continued growth can be 

affected by an inferior instrument.  Upgrading to a professional quality instrument can be a good 

investment for continued success.  Always contact a Killian band director prior to purchasing any 

instrument for your child. 

 

The following step-up instruments are approved for use in the Killian Middle School Band and all 

of the high school programs in the Lewisville ISD: 

 

Flute 

• Muramatsu EX or higher 

• Yamaha 600 series and higher 

Oboe 

• Loree AK or higher 

Bassoon 

• Fox Model 240 Long Bore 

Due to better 

practice, the 

student 

becomes more 

successful. 

Successful 

performance 

leads to more 

enjoyable 

practice. 

The student 

sets daily goals 

and practices 

correctly to 

achieve these 

goals. 
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Clarinet 

• Yamaha YCL-CSVR (use Vandoren M13 Lyre mouthpiece and Bonade inverted ligature 

or Rovner inverted ligature) 

Alto Saxophone 

• Yamaha YAS-875 (use Vandoren AL3 mouthpiece and Rovner inverted ligature with any 

of these) 

Trumpet 

• Bach Stradivarius Model 37 or higher (with Bach 5C or 3C mouthpiece) 

French Horn 

• Dennis Houghton (custom) 

Trombone 

• Bach Stradivarius 42BO 

• Conn 88H 

Bass Trombone 

• Getzen Custom 

Euphonium 

• Wilson 2900 

• Besson Sovereign 

• Yamaha 842 

Tuba 

• Miraphone 186 

Percussion 

• Please contact Mr. Houston before purchasing percussion instruments 

Students playing on school-owned instruments such as Oboe, Bassoon, Tenor Saxophone, 

Bari Saxophone, French Horn, Euphonium, or Tuba should contact a Killian director before 

purchasing their own instrument. 

 

Music Stores 

There are several local music stores that can provide needed equipment and instrument repair 

and service.  There may be other dealers in the area, but the following is a list of stores frequently 

used by Killian students: 

 
Music & Arts  

360 E FM 3040 #820 

Lewisville, TX 75067 

(972) 315-8400 

Williamson Music 1st 

6807 W. Main St. 

Frisco, TX 75034 

(469) 362-7171 

Carolyn Nussbaum Flutes 

625 Digital Dr. Ste. 300 

Plano, TX 75075 

(972) 985-2662 

Lone Star Percussion 

10611 Control Place 

Dallas, TX 75238 

(214) 340-0835 

 

 

Fees and Other Expenses 

The Killian Band charges an annual band fee in order to collect the student fees that would 

otherwise be collected throughout the year.  The annual band fee includes contest entries for 

various events such as All-District, All-Region, Solo Contest, Ensemble Contest, and various 

performance festivals and contests.  In addition to the contest entries, the annual fee also covers 
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fees for clinicians, consultants, and master class instructors used throughout the year to support 

the Killian Band students.  The collection of this fee at the beginning of the year is done strictly as 

a convenience to both parents and teachers and payment plans are available upon request.  Our 

hope is that by paying this fee up front, parents will not be asked to pay additional fees throughout 

the year.  The only exception may come in the form of optional social events or events that serve 

as fundraisers to provide additional support for the Killian Band. 

 

Students may be withheld from travel and trips (Beach Within Reach, Hurricane Harbor, etc.) if 

they have not paid their annual band fees by the time of travel. 

 

Fundraising 

Band is both a curricular course and a campus organization.  In order to function as an 

organization throughout the year, the band must participate in fundraising activities.  All money 

raised is used for the benefit of all students in the Killian Band program.  Some of the primary 

fundraisers for the Killian Band include the Sponsorship Program our annual Practice-A-Thon 

and/or internet-based fundraising campaigns such as Fan Pledge and Snap Raise. 

 

Since every student will benefit from the use of these funds, we expect that every student will 

participate in raising the revenue necessary to operate a successful band program.  Donations 

are also gladly accepted in place of participating in fundraising for those who are interested.  

Contact a director to find out more about making a donation. 

 

Performance Requirements 
Band is a performance-based curricular course.  There will be several concerts scheduled 

throughout the school year.  Students are expected to attend all performances.  Please check the 

band calendar and make necessary arrangements as early as possible.  Please remember that 

non-school activities, other than religious observances, are not excused reasons for missing a 

performance. 

 

Curricular performances will be graded as major evaluations.  If the student is on time, dressed 

appropriately, has all materials, and demonstrates proper performance etiquette, a grade of 100 

will be awarded.  For students that are late or are wearing incorrect attire for the event may be 

withheld from performing.  Credit for an excused absence from a performance, whether full or 

partial, may be made up with the use of an alternate assignment at the director’s discretion on a 

case-by-case basis. 

 

Performance Attire 
Students in the Killian Band are to be appropriately dressed for all performances.  The following 

requirements for performance attire are consistent with district and state guidelines.  Please note 

that the attire category for each performance is indicated on the calendar of events provided with 

this handbook. 

 

Band Shirt - Worn at casual events such as pep rallies, football games, and social activities. 
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• Killian Band T-shirt (purchased through Killian Band only) 

• Blue Jeans or appropriate Blue Jean shorts (depending on indoor/outdoor activity) 

• Athletic or closed-toed shoes (no flip-flops) 

 

Dress Attire - Worn at individual performance events such as Solo & Ensemble. 

• Dress shirt, dress pants, and dress shoes 

• School appropriate dress 

 

Concert Black - Worn by Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble at formal concerts such as 

Advanced Bands Winter Concert, UIL, Spring Concert, and festivals. 

• Black long-sleeve button-up dress shirt tucked-in 

• Black pants and black-belt 

• Black dress shoes with black socks 

 

Formal Uniform (Honors Band only) - Worn by Honors Band at formal concerts such as 

Advanced Bands Winter Concert, UIL, Spring Concert, and festivals. 

• Girls 

o Uniform black dress (purchased through Killian Band only) 

o Black hose 

o Flat black dress shoes (no more than 3” heel) 

• Boys 

o Uniform black tuxedo (purchased through Killian Band only) 

o Black socks 

o Semi-gloss black, lace-up dress shoes 

 

Cultural and/or Ethnic Music 
One of the greatest qualities of Killian Middle School is its diversity of cultural and ethnic 

backgrounds among its student population.  The Killian Middle School Band appreciates this 

diversity and strives to be sensitive to the interests of all students.  From time to time, band 

students may perform music relevant to cultural, seasonal, historical, or patriotic events.  We 

encourage all students to appreciate both the musical and cultural value of such music, but will 

not infringe upon the rights of students.  We do request that any parent with a concern about any 

programmed music discuss the matter with their child’s director prior to the rehearsals or 

performance of the music. 

 

Concert Etiquette 
Concerts are the culmination of much student effort and are necessary to meet state, district, and 

school requirements for band.  More importantly, concerts are an opportunity for students to 

demonstrate their talents for an appreciative audience.  For this reason, it is very important that 

both students and listeners observe appropriate concert etiquette during any musical 

performance.  Please review the following guidelines prior to our first concert: 
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• Dress appropriately for the performance.  Concerts are formal events unless noted 

otherwise. 

• Turn off all cell phones (no texting) and other portable electronic devices during the 

performance. 

• Food and drink should never be brought into a performance area. 

• Refrain from talking while the director is on the stage (this is the cue to start). 

• Only enter or leave the seating area during applause. 

• Do not take flash photographs while the group is playing (before and after is fine). 

• Crying or fussy children should be taken to the lobby area. 

 

Students and directors have worked hard for each performance and gratefully value your approval 

as demonstrated by your applause.  The following are some guidelines to consider in recognizing 

a quality performance: 

 

• It is appropriate and polite to applaud as the conductor approaches the podium. 

• During a multi-movement work, applaud at the conclusion of the final movement. 

• Do not applaud for soloists during a full band concert performance; however, it is 

appropriate to applaud for soloists during a marching band or jazz band performance. 

• Avoid shouting or whistling during applause. 

• For an exceptional performance, it is always appreciated when the audience stands in 

applause following the final selection.  This is known as a standing ovation. 

 

Off-Campus Travel 
All school rules apply to any off-campus event sponsored by a school organization, including the 

band.  Students who fail to comply with the rules or with the director or chaperone’s instructions 

will receive appropriate consequences.  Contact the director if you need clarification of this policy. 

 

Once a student leaves the school with the band, that student must remain with the band until the 

group returns to the school.  If parents desire that their child travel by alternative means to or from 

an event where school travel is provided, a Killian Band director must be notified in writing one 

week prior to the travel departure date.  Students with appropriate documentation on file must 

check in with the director before separating from the group.  A verbal authorization cannot be 

used in place of written notice.  Once a student and guardian have arrived or are ready to leave 

an event they must check in/out with the director or chaperone in charge of attendance. 

 

Private Lessons 

We are fortunate in LISD, and more specifically, at Killian, to have an outstanding staff of highly 

qualified music instructors available to teach private lessons through our Private Lesson Program.  

Students taking private lessons receive a half hour each week with an instrumental specialist at 

a cost of $22 per lesson.  These lessons are tailored to each student’s specific needs and are 

intended to serve as enrichment for students who wish to excel.  Students may begin private 

lessons at any time, though many teachers will run out of available slots quickly so we encourage 

signing up early! 
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Each teacher sets and maintains his or her own schedule and collects his or her own fees.  The 

band staff will not handle payments for private teachers. Our private teachers change from time 

to time.  The current list of private teachers and their contact information can be found on our 

website under the Private Lessons tab. 

 

Private lessons are for enrichment and not remediation.  They are intended for students who wish 

to excel.  As with anything, the more effort students put into private lessons, the greater the benefit 

will be. Financial aid may be available to students who qualify. Contact a Killian Band director for 

additional information.  Private lessons are highly recommended to all students, and required for 

students enrolled in Honors Band. 

 

Instrument Insurance 
The Lewisville Independent School District, Killian Middle School, and the Killian Middle School 

Band staff are not responsible for loss or damage to any instrument.  Parents may want to 

consider musical instrument insurance.  In many cases, your homeowner’s or renter’s insurance 

may cover your instrument. 

 

Social Events 
The Killian Band organizes several social activities for our band students throughout the year.  In 

order to participate in any social event, students must be academically eligible in all classes.  In 

addition, students must not have had below a 70 on any band report card grade or have had any 

unexcused absences from any performances.  Students who have had an office referral in band 

will be excluded from participating in social events. 

 

Social events may require certain fees, and attendance is always optional.  A sufficient number 

of parent chaperones will be needed for supervision at all social events.  As these events occur, 

parents are encouraged to consider assisting as a chaperone.  Information about social events 

will be sent home in advance of any scheduled activity. 

 

Electronic Communication 
In an effort to make information more readily accessible and reduce the amount of paper 

messages printed, the Killian Band incorporates various forms of electronic communication to 

ensure that parents and students have the most current and accurate information.  One of these 

services is the use of Charms Office Assistant to send group emails.  The other is the district-

approved WebEx Teams which is a all-in-one conferencing system used to host meetings, make 

video and audio calls, and send message to classes and students.  Please ensure that you and 

your family are subscribed to both services and contact a director if you are having trouble getting 

registered. 

 

Media Consent 
The students of the Killian Band will occasionally be photographed at school and band events for 

various published materials including our recruiting brochure, event flyers, yearbook, and our 

http://www.killianband.com/#!privatelessons/ccjp


  19 

website – www. killianband.com.  We also maintain an active Facebook and Instagram page.  

Photos of the Killian Band will be used to highlight the achievements of groups and individuals 

and promote the Killian Band.  By signing section 12 of the Killian Band Acknowledgement Form 

you hereby give your consent to have your child’s picture used in publication materials and have 

their picture presented in visual media promoting the Killian Band.  Your signature grants the 

Killian Band the rights to use your child’s photographic prints (both electronic and hard copy) and 

performance appearances while attending any Killian Band event and releases the liabilities 

and/or damages that may arise from such use. 

 

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this handbook is intended to be accurate at the time written, and is 

subject to change.  Please contact the directors if you need clarification of any material presented 

in this document. 


